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God Bless America

The Long Island Single Sailor’s Association .. Our 32nd Year Dedicated to Sailing and Boating

Commodore’s Corner
Howard Marks

Summertime, and the living is easy. Life is full of sun,
sand, surf and sailing, for those who can muster it. Summer’s
a time for cruising, schmoozing and drinking beer and a time
for listening to music outdoors, going to street fairs, BBQs and
festivals in great fields and town squares. It’s also a time to
relax, enjoy your garden, terrace, deck and pool and read the
Sunday paper with a cup of coffee in the still-cool morning air.
Leaf-blowers, oh those noisy leaf blowers, lawn mowers and
weed-whackers, intrusive as they can be, provide us proof of a
living, breathing, thriving, industrious, clean cut community.
As for the Club, we are part of that community lore. Here’s
why:
Labor Day Party: There is a Labor Day party at Billy
Vassel’s house on Sunday, September 1st, at 2:00 PM. It’s a
BYOE. Bring whatever you want to eat and drink or cook on
the the BBQ. The party is open to the LISSA membership and
their guests. He asks that you please call him if you want to
go so that he can deploy enough seating.
In Celebration of the life of Don Martin, we are meeting at
the Crab Meadow Pavilion at 4:00 PM on Thursday, September 12th. Don was a great participant and colorful contributor
to LISSA life in our earlier years. He had many friends in the
club… and for good reason. He had that classic, seafaring
captain look with a cantankerous charm. He was intelligent,
sometime annoying and always charismatic. He was greatly
trusted, as perilous as that was at times. I remember sailing
on “Tiny Bubbles” in a good blow, beating into a snotty headwind. He was down below drinking wine with Debbie and Steve, staying dry, of course. At one point he came up to order
the sails eased to go easier on the sails and too-loose
shrouds. It was great… mostly because you were in his company. He was a rebel. He was his own man and, perhaps,
that was the reason he was so adored and followed. I’m saddened by his departure and sorry I didn’t get a chance to say a
final hello.
“Swing” If you like music and dance, you should join Carol
and I at the CM Performing Arts Center, in Oakdale, on Saturday, September 14th, for the 8:00 PM performance of “Swing”.
It’s a great show presenting all the various styles of Swing
Dance. Make reservations on your own and, if you like, call
Howard and join us for dinner at 6:00 PM before the show at
the Brew House (the old Molley Malone’s) right next to the
theater. Tickets are $27.00 plus fee. (See flyer)
Nashville & Memphis: If you like music and Elvis,
Graceland, and the Grand Ole Opry, join Domenica Wagner
on a bus trip to Nashville & Memphis via Rendezvous Travel.
Please call Domenica to express you interest and then make
your own arrangements with the bus company. But you must
call immediately. The first bus trip filled up fast, so Rendezvous created another trip… and with good reason. It’s a clas-

sic trip into the heartland of America. Everybody scream!!
Don’t miss it. I have already sent you her phone numbers in a
separate email but, I will send you her info again in another
email. Watch for it later today. (See flyer)
LISSA PLANNING MEETING: Yes, there is life after Nocello’s. Join us at the Commack Public Library, from 7:00 – 9:00
PM, on Thursday, September 19th. We have a small room
downstairs with tables and chairs. Please have dinner first.
Coffee and donut holes, or something like that, will be provided.
Please check in at the front desk to find out where the meeting
is. We’d like to know what you think of the Commack Library
as a place for a meeting. Please be there. Lots of planning to
do for October, November, Halloween Party, Change of Watch,
etc.
Birthday Babies dinner: Meet Howard and Carol at Goccia
D’Oro Italian Restaurant on Wednesday, September 25 th for
their MID WEEK SPECIAL - $17.95 + TT. It includes a choice
of appetizers and a big selection of Chicken, Veal and Seafood
dishes, with Coffee, Tea, Cheesecake or a Cannoli for dessert.
Find their menu online. You can’t beat the deal. I ask that you
call ME by Monday, September 23rd the latest, so that I can
accurately reserve seating with the restaurant. Thanks.
LISSA SOCIAL: Yes, there is life after Nocello’s. Meet at
the American Legion Hall on Lakeland Ave. in Sayville, for a
Contemporary Singles Dance. (LISSA was there last New
Year’s Eve.) The cost is $23.00 at the door which will include
an evening of dancing, a hot buffet, coffee and dessert. The
one caveat is that we are asking you to call Billy Vassel, (631)
663-3309, so that he can reserve tables for LISSA ONLY PEOPLE. (10 per table)
Crab Meadow: We need to acknowledge the contribution
of those who helped with our Crab Meadow Picnic. Every year,
it’s always a great compilation of folks who give of their time
and effort to help make things happen. And so, a grandiose
thank you goes to Holly for organizing the shopping lists and
acquiring the many who help out hauling, lifting, loading, unloading, and preparing food. It’s a big task in terms of physical
and telephone time and aggravation. Thanks so much, Holly.
When Skip called in under the weather, Ken Whitmann stepped
up, on short notice, to haul all that was needed for the picnic,
from our shed at Paul Argendorf’s house, over to the Pavilion at
Crab Meadow. This is no small deal. And so, a hearty and
heartfelt THANK YOU to YOU, KEN, for that. Anita Castorina
co-chaired the picnic with Holly and did much of the food shopping along with Patricia Kaminski and CeCe Moffitt, who shop
for us every year. A boatload of thank yous to you, Patricia &
Cece. When the picnic was over, Anita took all the cooking
utensils home and cleaned them. Wow… who does that voluntarily! A huge thank you, Anita, Patricia and Cece for all you
did. Dare I thank Bill Wrobbel for bringing the corn with all of its
accoutrements and circumstance? Well… yes. Thanks Bill.
The corn was delicious.
Continued on next page
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Commodore’s Corner ...continued
Nocello’s: I had a Frank conversation with Irv at the beginning of the month. It
seems unlikely that the new owners will have us back. Not to blame them. We don’t offer
enough people to make it worth their while and we certainly don’t drink enough, not like we
used to. LOL, well, that’s wise for our health, but not wise for a profitable business plan.
Anyway… Socials are not out of the question but, where to have them is the question.
Personally, I don’t have the energy to run around to all the potential places, do the interviews and spin the wheels. But that doesn’t preclude me checking out places recommended to me and the board. And so, I appeal to your knowledge of restaurants and other possible venues that might accommodate us. Tall order? Perhaps. But I want to make the
effort. Call me.
See You All – Out There!!
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IN MEMORIAM
Don Martin
One of the original members of LISSA, Don passed away
unexpectedly on August 6, 2019. He was loved and admired by so many people that his initial Celebration of Life
was attended by over 250 people. We would love to share
one more Celebration of Life with all of his friends who sailed
with him or partied with him from LISSA, family and neighbors. Please try and come join us to say our goodbyes and
our happiest of memories at the Crab Meadow Beach in
Northport, NY on Thursday, September 12th between 4 and
4:30. The beach is closed for the season so no permits are
required. Having you with us is important.
Jackie McCann
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HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY
Linda Rothstein

9/1

Howard Marks

9/17

Valerie Paris

9/3

Charles Sanders

9/18

Ray Pardo

9/4

John O’Donnell

9/18

Ed Vogel

9/4

Joy Tuxson

9/23

Juliette VanDenEssen

9/5

Sue Campbell Merritt

9/28

Ellen Clamcy

9/10

Barbara Wexler

9/29

Stuart Glick

9/16

Happy Early October Birthday to: Eileen O’Shea 10/7; Rosemarie Madrose
10/9; Charles Merritt 10/12
2019 Grievance Committee
Irene Guerriero, Rosemarie Madrose, Shelley Dennis
Alternate: Carol Rizzo

JIB PRODUCTION

NOTICE

The JIB is produced by Carol Rizzo. All articles
must be submitted by the 15th of each month
and mailed to JIB Editor, 36 Saratoga Avenue,
Medford, New York 11763 or e-mail to
jibeditor@optonline.net. Also submit your
article to Howard Marks at
enhowsail@aol.com.

Should you become aware that a member of our
Club is ill or has lost a loved one, please let our
Corresponding Secretary Kathy Peccia know so
that she may send acknowledgements from the
Club. Thank you.
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Sunday, September 1st, 2 PM
Billy’s BYOE Labor Day Party

Thursday, September 19th
Nashville & Memphis Bus Trip

Billy Vassel is hosting a Labor Day Party at his
home in Kings Park. This is a BYOE party
which means:

Pleas note you must reserve immediately
with Rendezvous Travel (516) 8678747 Then: Please call Dominica Wagner
at (631) 283-9269, and let her know that you
are joining her on this trip. It's a great trip into
the American Heartland. (See flyer)





Bring whatever you want to eat and drink
Bring something for the BBQ if you want.
Bring your own beer, wine, soda and snacks
and desserts.

Please note:
Party is open to LISSA
members only and their guests. If you want
to attend, please call Billy at 631-663-3309
so that he may set out the approximate
number of chairs and give you his address.
Hope to see you there.
Monday, September 2nd, All Day
Happy Labor Day
Thursday, September 12th,4PM
Celebration of Life at
Crab Meadow Beach Pavilion

Please come to share your stories and
memories of Don Martin.
(See Jackie
McCann's invitation in the Jib.)
Saturday, September 14th 8 PM
"Swing" The Musical
CM Performing Arts Center, Oakdale. Tickets
available. $27.00 senior + $5.00 fees = $32.00
at seat. Note: Reserve on your own, online.
Please call Carol Blair, (516) 979-9314 if you
would like to join us for dinner at 6:00 PM at
The Brew House (formerly Molley Malone’s)
right next to the theater.

Thursday, September 19th, 7 - 9 PM
Planning Meetimg
Commack Public Library, 18 Hauppauge
Rd, Commack, NY 11725. (Thanks to Ken
Ruffino)
We have a room downstairs. Please have
dinner first. Coffee and dessert from Dunkin
Donuts. Please be there. Let us know how
you like the location.
Wednesday, September 25th, 7 PM
Birthday Babies Dinner
Babies and friends will meet at Goccia D'Oro
Italian Restaurant, 118 South Wellwood
Avenue Lindenhurst. (Just south of the RR)
Price: MID WEEK SPECIAL... $17.95 +
TT. Includes choice of 10 appetizers and
11 entree chicken, veal and seafood
dishes. Coffee, Tea, Cheesecake or Cannoli
for dessert. (See special menu on their web
site.) Please call Howard to reserve by Sept.
23rd.
Saturday, September 28th, 7 PM
Social with Contemporary Singles

American Legion Hall, Lakeland Avenue
Sayvile COST: $23.00 pay at the
door. Includes great DJ, Dancing and Hot
Buffet. NOTE: CALL BILLY VASSEL, 631)
663-3309, so he can reserve tablesfor LISSA.
(10Per Table).
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It takes an entire club to make a successful Crab
Meadow Beach Party. I would like to thank my CoChair, Anita Castorina for helping organize the
committees.
Thanks also go to the following:




















Ken Wittmann for taking over for Skip at the
last minute and schlepping everything from
Paul's shed to the beach and returning it after
the party (and doing it with a smile!)
Anita Castorino and Skip Belli for doing an
intensive inventory of those items in storage
and to Anita for washing all of the utensils
(serving spoons, barbecuing spatulas, etc.)
both before and after the party.
Don Bellefiore for getting the ice and charcoal and then going out for more ice and returning the unopened charcoal for a refund.
Irene Guerriero for getting to the beach at
9:00 am to wash and sanitize the beach tables.
Anita and her shopping committee, CeCe
Moffitt and Pat Kaminski, for buying the
food, soda, beer and drinking water. Also to
Larry Huke for helping transport these items
to the beach.
Anita Castorina for buying the wine.
Terry Schumann for schlepping 10 gallons
of water for coffee, tea and cooking the corn.
Bill Wrobbel for buying and cooking the
corn.
Our main grillers, John O’Donnell and Bob
Troy and those who helped them.
Our set up committee, Carol Blair, Rosemarie
Madrose and her honey, Bob. Also, to our
two former members, now Floridians, Fran
Stanco and Camy Covais, Carol Sauer, Joanne LoPresto and all others who pitched in
to cut vegetables, make salads, empty car
trunks, etc.
Our strongmen Ken Whittman, Don Bellefiore
and Frank Borrero for moving the tables to
set up our food line and barbeque station.
Frank Borrero for providing the music.
Bob Swiatko who always volunteers for
cleanup committee when he sends in his check;
as well as all the others who had the place
cleaned up in the blink of an eye.

As you can see, it takes many hands to lighten the
load of running the beach party. Without your coop-
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eration the event could never take place. I am
totally grateful for all the help and support I received.
Holly Schiller
Editor’s Note—I know I speak for the entire
Club——Thank you, Holly, for everything!!
Game of Ducks ….As most Ducks games go, it
was not exceptionally played. The night was
hot and humid. It was the bottom of the 8th and
they were losing 7 to nothing. They have no
Casey and hope was gone. But suddenly, the
game was stopped. The grounds crew came
out and covered the field of play. The lights
went out and the fireworks show began. And
what a great show it was, sparkling, twinkling
and booming… being nothing short of spectacular. But, in the nighttime background there was
the flash of lightning and the rumble of thunder.
Whatever it was, was approaching fast. Would
the show be over in time for us to leave before
the storm hit? When the fireworks ended, as if
on cue, it started to drizzle. Then, suddenly, the
wind and heavy rain rushed in. No sooner then
you could say “Strike Three,” the skies opened
up. Torrents of wind-driven rain were whipping
over the roof top, accented by the stadium
lights. We made it to the overhang by the food
concessions with literally seconds to spare as
the lightning and thunderstorm raged behind us.
Almost dry, we stayed there for the next 20
minutes until the storm was no more than a
heavy drizzle and a breeze. Talk about a spectacular display. Amazing. The way home
looked like a disaster area with tree limbs down
everywhere. Man… what a game!!!
……
Howard
I always enjoy going to Ducks games, but this
year was a new kind of thriller. Oh, no, the
Ducks lost (by a lot) but the fireworks afterwards were spectacular. Then the real spectacle began. Before we could get up the steps,
the clouds opened up and rain like nothing I
have seen in my 80 years washed across the
field. Then the spectacular fireworks from
above started.
WOW!
What an evening….Sally Hogeman

To:
WWW.LISSA.ORG
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LONG ISLAND
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LISSA EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2019
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO
ALL OUR JEWISH MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

